
 
 

 

   Why 2,100 People From All 39 RI Towns  

  Urge Burial of the Waterfront Power Lines 
  

  

 More than2,000 people have signed the petition 

at www.friendsofindiapointpark.org to bury the power 

lines on the Providence-East Providence waterfront. The 

petition calls on the Governor and Mayors of Providence 

and East Providence to bury these wires, which will 

benefit both the economy and the environment of RI for 

generations to come. 

 

              As the chart indicates, 49% of petition signers 

are from outside Providence and East Providence, 

indicating significant support for burial in other parts of 

the state.  More than 395 comments submitted by signers 

are similarly dispersed. Here are a few samples (bold 

added):  
  

 Boost Tourism 

 

-- “This is a high profile scenic area that cannot be matched anywhere in the city. It should be used to its greatest  

      potential as a welcome to Providence.”                                         -- Liz D, Providence 

 

-- “It is crucial that this diamond in the rough of Providence be aesthetically pleasing. In years to come, it may be   

     the front door to tourism in our capital.”                                                  -- Merleann P, Lincoln  

 

-- “Our city’s most scenic section should not look like an industrial area!”                   -- Rick R, Providence 

   

-- “Making the waterfront as attractive as possible to encourage tourism, preservation, and economic development  

      should be important to everyone concerned with this state’s future.”                          -- CC F, East  Providence 

 

-- “I want Providence to be as beautiful as it can be so passersby will stop and spend some money.”   

                                  -- Lorne A, Providence 
 

 
 

 Upgrade the Waterfront  
 

 -- “Our waterfront is a resource that most cities would envy. We are not taking full advantage of it.” 

                                                                                                                                             -- Anthony A, Providence 
 

 --  “The power lines make the waterfront look unattractive and uninviting.”                  -- Sandra B, East Providence 

 

 -- “Providence's historic charm and the beauty of its waterfront are an important part of our economy and  

        identity. The power lines depress both.”                                                        – Justin B, Providence  

 

  -- “Providence has few park spaces with access to the Bay. It is important to maintain people’s connection to the  

       water with natural landscapes where they can escape urban structure.”                      – Molly H, Providence   

 

  -- “Rhode Island has such amazing water views…they renew the spirit. Wherever possible, we need to keep the   

       view clear…burying the lines will help.”                              -- Carol F, Portsmouth 

 

  -- “This is a no-brainer. I can’t believe it is even a point of discussion. On the waterfront?! Come on!” 

                                                                                                                                             -- Mary C, Providence  
 

 

http://www.friendsofindiapointpark.org/


 

 Increase Property Values and Create Jobs 

 

    -- “The beauty of Narragansett Bay provides thousands of jobs in our struggling economy. We need to continue   

         to invest in it to make our city/state an attractive destination to retain and grow these jobs.”     

                                                                                                                                           -- Daniel P, East Providence 
 

  -- “Building again is the key to our economic recovery. Bury the lines and the results will more than pay for the  

       upfront costs.”                                                                                                              -- John M, East Providence                                 

 

  -- “It is in these subtle ways that we improve property values and increase revenues. Burying lines is becoming  

        more the norm, making the existing ones even more apparent and ugly.”              -- Sarah L, Cranston 
 

  -- “This is mostly paid for, will beautify the community, is safer, and may increase property values! Let’s do it!! 

                                                      -- Michael C, Providence 

 

   
 

 Protection from Storms 

 

  -- “This is exactly the kind of public works project our city should be initiating, particularly with the terrible  

        storms and unpredictable weather the northeast has been experiencing lately.”      -- Jess R, Providence 

 

  -- “Burying these wires will make Providence more resilient in the face of climate change, including  

        rising sea levels and higher frequency of more intense precipitation events.”         -- Dena A, New Haven, CT  

 

  -- “Burying the line protects it and removes an eyesore. We here in East Providence are excited about the p 

        possibilities of an arts center in that area.”                                                                -- Nancy M, East Providence 

 

  -- “Overhead power lines are prone to recurring damage from snow, ice, wind, etc., which cause power outages  

        and recurring costs to repair.”               -- Philip A, Brookline, MA 

 

 
 

 Funds Already Raised 

 

 -- “Because this project makes sense. It has been funded, so what’s the problem?”       -- Peter P, Cranston 

 

 -- “If you promise something, follow through with it!”                          – Kim D, N. Providence 

 

 -- “These wretched wires are the biggest blot on the landscape. When he was a U.S. Senator, Gov. Chafee    
 pushed through legislation to bury the wires. It’s time to get out the shovels.        -- Lewis D, Providence 

 

  -- “If the money is there, use it or lose it.”            -- Mathew C, Providence 
 

 
 

 Long Term Benefits 

 

 -- “This project will have a return on investment far beyond its costs. Not spending this money is penny wise  

       and pound foolish….Time for Rhode Island to think big.”                                       -- Donald B, Providence 
 

  -- “What a tremendous difference to the city of Annapolis once the power lines were buried. I wish the same for    

        the residents of Rhode Island!                                             -- Mary M, Dedham, MA   

 

  -- “A long overdue, obvious, and important economically and environmentally sound project that will   

       enhance our entire state in a multitude of ways.”                       -- Dan N, W. Greenwich 
 

  -- “We only get to do this once. Let’s do it right! For now, and for future generations.” 

        -- Stephen B, Providence 

       
       For the petition and more info: www.friendsofindiapointpark.org.  Contact: info@friendsofindiapointpark.org. 
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